
http://www.gmurzynska.com/art-fairs/tefaf-maastricht2


TEFAF Maastricht 2020, installation view with Color design for the Café de l’Aubette

http://www.gmurzynska.com/art-fairs/tefaf-maastricht2
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Video

In this video Mathias Rastorfer, CEO + Co-Owner Galerie Gmurzynska, 
shares the fascinating story behind Theo van Doesburg’s Color Design for 
the Café de l’Aubette, which was praised for its aesthetic coherence and 
magnitude as “The Sistine Chapel of Abstract Art.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBsRe8R2mJY
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Without your generosity 
this would never have 
happened and I am very 
grateful to you!

BEHRANG MOUSAVI
Head of heritage at Het Nieuwe Instituut

“
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Video

In the video Hefty Berens, curator Het Nieuwe Instituut and Elizabet Nijhoff 
Asser, conservator and teacher of Book & Paper, Conservation and 
Restoration at the University of Amsterdam, elaborate on the unique quality 
of the model.
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It could be purchased for 
550,000 euros - Mousavi 
emphasizes that the Swiss 
gallery owner Mathias 
Rastorfer, who had owned 
it for years, was very 
generous with it. 
‘He necessarily wanted 
it to go to a cultural 
institution; he could have 
gotten more for it.’

TROUW
22 March 2021

“

Trouw
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Trouw

https://www.trouw.nl/cultuur-media/het-leek-een-schilderij-van-theo-van-doesburg-maar-bleek-een-maquette-van-de-sixtijnse-kapel-van-de-avant-garde~bdb44805/
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It will be given a central 
place in the hall.

NRC
22 March 2021

“

NRC
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NRC

https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2021/03/22/het-nieuwe-instituut-koopt-maquette-van-theo-van-doesburg-a4036705
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This is a work of national 
importance, representing 
the canon of the 
Netherlands because 
of its multidisciplinary way 
of thinking.

BEHRANG MOUSAVI
Head of heritage at Het Nieuwe Instituut

“

de Volkskrant
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de Volkskrant

https://www.volkskrant.nl/privacy-wall/accept?redirectUri=%2Fcultuur-media%2Fhet-nieuwe-instituut-verwerft-werk-van-nationaal-belang-met-maquette-van-van-doesburg%7Eb7cc92d7%2F&authId=3d458e90-153f-457c-b627-ab9d9bdd628c&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
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De Telegraaf

https://www.telegraaf.nl/entertainment/1290561379/kleuren-om-vrije-geest-te-prikkelen
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With this only surviving 
model by Theo van 
Doesburg, Het Nieuwe 
Instituut is acquiring an 
international icon. 

EELCO VAN DER LINGEN
Director of the Mondriaan Fund

“

artdaily
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artdaily

ROTTERDAM.- Het Nieuwe Insti-
tuut has acquired a unique interior 
model by architect and artist Theo 
van Doesburg. The design is for 
the café-restaurant of the Aubette, 
one of the most important archi-
tectural projects of De Stijl, the 
art movement of which Van Does-
burg was the figurehead. With this 
radical design, Van Doesburg no 
longer makes a distinction between 
architecture and painting. The 
acquisition was made possible by 
contributions from the Mondriaan 
Fund, the Rembrandt Association 
and Galerie Gmurzynska. 

The interior of the Aubette (Stras-
bourg, 1928) has become an icon of 
the 20th-century avant-garde. Van 
Doesburg created a dynamic colour 
design with diagonals across both 
the walls and the ceiling. The unity 
of form, colour and architecture was 
intended to entice visitors to move 
through the different spaces of this 
modern entertainment complex. 

The acquisition is a provisional 
colour design from 1926. At first 
sight it appears flat, but it is in fact 
a model: the walls fold up. The work 
fits seamlessly into the Van Does-
burg archive that Het Nieuwe Insti-
tuut manages, and which contains a 
series of Aubette drawings from first 
sketches to the final design of 1928. 
Van Doesburg not only designed the 
interior, but also the furniture, light-
ing and graphics. The series shows 
the development of a total work of 
art by a single artist proficient in 
several disciplines. 

Guus Beumer, Director of Het Nieu-
we Instituut: 
“For us, the connection with the ex-
isting Van Doesburg archive wasn’t 
the decisive factor. We became real-
ly enthusiastic only when it turned 
out that behind the glass was no 
drawing, but a model folded flat. 
This purchase is first and foremost a 
point of reference in the discussion 
about the multidisciplinary ambi-
tions of Van Doesburg and De Stijl. 
Such a work should be a part of the 
National Collection.” 

Eelco van der Lingen, Director of 
the Mondriaan Fund: “With this 
only surviving model by Theo van 
Doesburg, Het Nieuwe Instituut 
is acquiring an international icon. 
There is a strong emphasis on the 
innovative ideas about the conver-
gence of painting and architecture 
that are typical of Van Doesburg 
and the De Stijl movement. It is 
important that this model will be 
in the right context for research at 
Het Nieuwe Instituut and will remain 
visible to the public. An asset to the 
Dutch Collection.” 

Fusien Bijl de Vroe, Director of 
the Rembrandt Association: “This 
acquisition strengthens our under-
standing of Van Doesburg’s work. 
Our ability to help buy works like 
this one is thanks to our 16,000-
plus members who are united in 
their belief that good art should be 
shared with everyone. If he were 
here today, the idealistic Van Does-
burg might be an inspired Rem-
brandt member.”

https://artdaily.com/news/134150/Het-Nieuwe-Instituut-acquires-only-surviving-model-by-Theo-van-Doesburg#.YFsKhSW0slR
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It is important that this 
model will be in the right 
context for research at Het 
Nieuwe Instituut and will 
remain visible to the public. 
An asset to the Dutch 
Collection.

EELCO VAN DER LINGEN
Director of the Mondriaan Fund

“

Art&Museum
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Art&Museum

National Collection acquires only 
surviving model by Theo van 
Doesburg

Het Nieuwe Instituut has acquired 
a unique interior model by architect 
and artist Theo van Doesburg. The 
design is for the café-restaurant 
of the Aubette, one of the most 
important architectural projects of 
De Stijl, the art movement of which 
Van Doesburg was the figurehead. 
With this radical design, Van Does-
burg no longer makes a distinction 
between architecture and painting. 
The acquisition was made possible 
by contributions from the Mon-
driaan Fund, the Rembrandt Asso-
ciation, and Galerie Gmurzynska.

The interior of the Aubette (Stras-
bourg, 1928) has become an icon of 
the 20th-century avant-garde. Van 
Doesburg created a dynamic colour 
design with diagonals across both 
the walls and the ceiling. The unity 
of form, colour, and architecture 
was intended to entice visitors to 
move through the different spac-
es of this modern entertainment 
complex. 

The acquisition is a provisional 
colour design from 1926. At first 
sight, it appears flat, but it is in fact 
a model: the walls fold up. The work 
fits seamlessly into the Van Does-
burg archive that Het Nieuwe Insti-
tuut manages, and which contains a 
series of Aubette drawings from first 
sketches to the final design of 1928. 
Van Doesburg not only designed the 
interior, but also the furniture, light-
ing, and graphics. The series shows 
the development of a total work of 
art by a single artist proficient in 
several disciplines.

Guus Beumer, Director of Het Nieu-
we Instituut: “For us, the connection 
with the existing Van Doesburg 
archive wasn’t the decisive factor. 
We became really enthusiastic only 
when it turned out that behind the 
glass was no drawing, but a model 
folded flat. This purchase is first 
and foremost a point of reference in 
the discussion about the multidisci-
plinary ambitions of Van Doesburg 
and De Stijl. Such a work should be 
a part of the National Collection.” 

Eelco van der Lingen, Director of 
the Mondriaan Fund: “With this 
only surviving model by Theo van 

Doesburg, Het Nieuwe Instituut 
is acquiring an international icon. 
There is a strong emphasis on the 
innovative ideas about the conver-
gence of painting and architecture 
that are typical of Van Doesburg 
and the De Stijl movement. It is 
important that this model will be 
in the right context for research at 
Het Nieuwe Instituut and will remain 
visible to the public. An asset to the 
Dutch Collection.”

Fusien Bijl de Vroe, Director of 
the Rembrandt Association: “This 
acquisition strengthens our under-
standing of Van Doesburg’s work. 
Our ability to help buy works like 
this one is thanks to our 16,000-
plus members who are united in 
their belief that good art should be 
shared with everyone. If he were 
here today, the idealistic Van Does-
burg might be an inspired Rem-
brandt member.”

Het Nieuwe Instituut
Museumpark 25
Rotterdam
hetnieuweinstituut.nl

https://artandmuseum.com/en/exhibitions/het-nieuwe-instituut-rotterdam-national-collection-acquires-only-surviving-model-theo
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We became really 
enthusiastic only when 
it turned out that 
behind the glass was not 
a drawing, but a model 
folded flat. This purchase 
is an anchor point in 
the discussion about 
the multidisciplinary 
ambitions of Van 
Doesburg and De Stijl. 
Such a work should not 
be missing in the Dutch 
National Collection.

GUUS BEUMER
Director of Het Nieuwe Instituut

“

architectenweb
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architectenweb

https://architectenweb.nl/nieuws/artikel.aspx?ID=49016
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This work can inspire a 
new generation to think 
beyond the boundaries of 
their own discipline.

BEHRANG MOUSAVI
Head of heritage at Het Nieuwe Instituut

“

de Architect
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de Architect

https://www.dearchitect.nl/architectuur/nieuws/2021/03/tekening-van-doesburg-blijkt-enig-overgebleven-maquette-101261543?_ga=2.230139924.960667792.1616767851-1508108032.1616767851
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a ‘milestone in the œuvre 
of Van Doesburg and of 
De Stijl.’

HISTORIEK
22 March 2021

“

Historiek
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Historiek

https://historiek.net/het-nieuwe-instituut-verwerft-maquette-theo-van-doesburg/141074/
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Architectuur NL

https://www.architectuur.nl/nieuws/het-nieuwe-instituut-verwerft-maquette-theo-van-doesburg/
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